WORLD RELIGIONS

	Categories


	Christianity

1st Century B.C.
	Judaism

1500-1000 B.C.
	Hinduism

1500-500 B.C.
	Buddhism

566-486 B.C.
	Islam

570-632 A.D.

	Origin – Where?


	Palestine; Bethlehem
	Canaan; Israel, Palestine; Judah 
	Indus River Valley
	India
	Arabia; Middle East

	Founder(s) – Who?


	Jesus – the Messiah/ Son of God 
	Abraham 

Moses led Hebrews from Egypt and out of slavery
	Aryans – Indus River Valley
	Siddhartha Gautama “The Budda” or “The Enlightened One”  
	Muhammad – main prophet 

	Holy Book/Writings

Place of Worship
	The Bible – Old and New Testaments 
Ten Commandments
Church 
	The Torah

Old Testament

Ten Commandments
Synagogue 
	Vedas
Upanishads

Mahabharata
Temple
	Tripitaka
Temple
	Qur’an or Koran 
Mosque

	Beliefs 


	Monotheistic
God

Jesus is Son of God

Ten Commandments

- rules of behavior 

Everlasting life

Free from sin
	Monotheistic
God

Ten Commandments – rules of behavior 

Covenant for Land of Canaan 
	Polytheistic 
Brahman

Dharma; karma; rebirth; reincarnation


	Enlightenment 

4 Noble Truths
Eightfold Path

Nirvana
	Monotheistic
Allah

Five Pillars of Islam 



	Practices & Holidays
Divisions

	Baptism; mass; holy communion; Ten Commandments 
Easter; Christmas; 

Eastern Orthodox; Roman Catholic; Protestant 
	Ten Commandments 

Kosher diet
Hanukah; Passover; 
	Caste system; untouchables

Fasting; marriage into caste; following rules of dharma 
	Eightfold Path – steps to get nirvana or “true peace”
	Fasting; pilgrimage to Mecca; Ramadan
Sunnis (majority)

Shi’ite (minority) 


